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The World Heritage Conven2on and
Adopted in 1972, the World Heritage Conven8on protects natural diversity and
cultural wealth of global signiﬁcance, the importance of which transcends na8onal
boundaries (UNESCO).
•

As of 2018, there were 1 092 sites in 163 countries on the World Heritage List and
the Convention has 191 States Parties. 845 are cultural, 209 are natural and 38
are mixed.

•

The main criteria for inscription is the concept of “outstanding universal value”.

•

The concept of World Heritage and the vital importance of linking natural and
human systems and maintaining the balance between he two, is now well
understood and supported worldwide.

•

Inclusion on the World Heritage List can help drive tourism and local economies
among other benefits.

The Rise of the UNESCO World Heritage Vineyard
• UNESCO has recognized a number of sites with wine connection:
• Burgundy terroir and climats (2015);
• Champagne Hillsides, Houses and Cellars (2015);
• Vineyard Landscape of Piedmont: Langhe-Roero and Monferrato (2014);
• Lavaux, Vineyard Terraces (2007);
• Bordeaux, Port of the Moon (2007);

Places With Vineyards on the World Heritage List
• Landscape of the Pico Island Vineyard Culture (2004);
• South Africa Cape Floral Region Protected Areas;
• Upper Middle Rhine Valley (2002);
• Tokaj Wine Region Historic Cultural Landscape (2002);
• Alto Douro Wine Region (2001);
• The Loire Valley between Sully-sur-Loire and Chalonnes (2000);
• Historic Centre of Oporto and Alto Douro Vineyards (1996).

Alto Douro Vinhateiro
on the World Heritage List
• The most represented and best preserved area of the Demarcada do Douro
region and the oldest regulated winemaking region in the world since
1756.
• The cultural landscape is a multi century old work of successive
generations, that is considered to be collective masterpiece, a unique
relationship between man and nature.
• Since times immemorial, this landscape has been a passageway of peoples
and crossing of cultures.

Alto Douro Region
• Justification for Inscription:
• Criterion (iii): The Alto Douro Region has been producing wine for nearly
two thousand years and its landscape has been moulded by human
activities.
• Criterion (iv): The components of the Alto Douro landscape are
representative of the full range of activities association with winemaking –
terraces, quintas (wine-producing farm complexes), villages, chapels, and
roads.
• Criterion (v): The cultural landscape of the Alto Douro is an outstanding
example of a traditional European wine-producing region, reflecting the
evolution of this human activity over time.

Threats to World Heritage Preservation
• There are many challenges to the World Heritage preservation:
• Uncontrolled urbanization;
• Unsustainable tourism;
• Lack of capacity, knowledge and financial resources;
• Conflict, wars and deliberate destruction;
• Illicit trafficking of antiquities, illicit poaching and logging;
• Earthquakes, inundations and other natural disasters;

Vienna Baroque Centre on the UNESCO’s World
Heritage List in Danger

In 2017 the World Heritage Committee put Vienna’s beautiful
Baroque centre on Unesco’s at-risk list over plans to build 66-metre
high tower near the Stadtpark

The Bam Earthquake 2003

The Bam Earthquake Iran 2003

Palmyra destructed by extremists

Timbuktu, Mali

Machu Picchu and Challenges of Tourism

Climate Change has become the most significant
risks for the World Heritage sites worldwide – both
for the cultural as well as the natural
• Climate change is the fastest growing threat to natural World Heritage,
according to the IUCN World Heritage Outlook, published in 2017 and
presented to the Bonn Climate Conference. It reveals that the number of
sites where climate change is a high or very high threat nearly doubled in
just three years
• Significant impact is now visible in 62 sites in 2017, compared to 35 in
2014. This represents roughly a quarter of all 241 natural sites listed as
World Heritage as of 2017, compared to one in seven in 2014.
• Climate change is also by far the largest potential threat, with 55 natural
World Heritage sites where it could have high or very high impacts in the
future, according to the 2017 assessment.

Why natural sites important for combatting climate
change?
• Natural World Heritage sites are not just iconic places with exceptional
nature, they also provide benefits that contribute to human well-being,
• Natural World Heritage sites often include very large areas: the 241 sites
listed for their natural values account for 8% of the total surface covered
by all 230,000+ protected areas worldwide. Large sites with wilderness
values include iconic places such as the Galapagos Islands in Ecuador,
Yellowstone National Park in the USA and the Okavango Delta in
Botswana.

Providing nature-based solutions to climate change
• Natural World Heritage sites contribute to global climate stability by
storing significant amounts of carbon. Forests found in World Heritage
sites across the tropical regions store 5.7 billion tons of carbon.
• Two-thirds of natural sites on the UNESCO World Heritage List are crucial
sources of water and about half help prevent natural disasters such as
floods or landslides.

Climate change – the fastest growing threat to
World Heritage
• When the Convention was adopted, there was no knowledge about the link
between the climate change and the World Heritage preservation;
• Only recently recognized as a threat to the World Heritage conservation;
• Not sufficient understanding and recognition of the gravity of the threat;
• Still no availability measurement of this challenge;
• The striking examples of Venice, the Great Barrier Reef, Yellowstone and
other iconic World Heritage sites ring the alarm of the extent the threat.

VENICE

VENICE

• Founded in the 5th century, Venice was built on the islands and marshes of the Venetian Lagoon as a
trading post and refuge from attack. Between the 9th and the 15th centuries Venice became
immensely powerful and rich trading State. Today the City stands on 118 islands with connected
canals and 338 bridges;
• Venice is one of the most iconic World Heritage sites and one of most affected by climate change
and the rising sea levels as well as influx of tourism.
• ;
• Venice waters have risen some 30 centimeters since the end of the 19th century.

Coral Reefs and Climate Change
• More than halfof the world’s reefs are at risk of degradation;
• Coral reefs have persisted in tropical marine environments for several
hundred million years and for at least the last 420 000 years have been able
to adapt at the relatively slow rateof environmental change;
• Temperature changein the last 140 years, however, has been much greater
and corals’ ability to adapt is highly likely to continue to be outstripped by
the rate of climate change in the coming decades;
• Research suggests that preserving more than 10 per cent of the world’s
corals would require limiting warming to 1.5C or less, and protecting 50
per cent would mean halting warming at 1.2C.

Great Barrier Reef

Coral Bleaching

How Climate Affects Wine Making WH Regions
• Last Year at the Vinexpo, International wine-trade fair in Bordeaux,
Harvard professor and former advisor of President Obama on science and
technology, John Holdren opened the conference by telling a rapt audience
that the land suitable for grape growing will potentially shrink by 23
percent to 75 percent by the year 2050, and that higher average
temperatures, heat waves, droughts, torrential downpours, hailstorms,
pests, and the effects of increased CO2 on grape chemistry will test the
wine industry's resilience.
• "Adaptability and resilience are extremely important, but if we do not
reduce emissions, then adaptability and resilience will fail," said Holdren.

Vineyards, Heritage and Climate Change
• Climate Change is already impacting vineyards and world heritage
• Researchers predict a two-thirds fall in production in the world's premier
wine regions because of climate change.
• Huge shifts in the geography of wine production globally
• From the point of view of the very notion of World Cultural and Natural
Heritage, this is a big loss.
• Wine making in these regions is about a long cultural tradition, it is about
passing from a generation to generation the skills; knowledge and the love
for wine making. It is about the landscape, the architecture, the harmony
between the two, it is about our common hertiatge

What to do?
• The obvious – take Climate Change seriously and implement the Paris
Climate Agreement;
• Focus more attention on the threat and the extremely negative impact of
climate change on the World Heritage Sites;
• Look at the opportunities to create resilience to the extent possible;
• Seriously assess climate change threats both during the process of inclusion
on the WH list and within the follow-up process;
• Union of Concerned Scientists proposes that a Climate Vulnerability Index
(CVI) for the WH sites be established;

Buzzfeed news reporter Sandra Ellen wrote in November 2014:

“If all of New York bagels were about to disappear forever, how much of a silver lining

would it be if there were new opportunities for bagels in Des Moines? Especially if in
this metaphor, there were bagel shops that had been perfecting their crafts for not just
decades but in some cases centuries?
This is the scariest part of global warming: the fact that we won't be able to undo the
damage done, that we won't be able to extricate Venice, or New Orleans, from the sea.
Their disappearance will be a net loss, regardless of what mountainside civilizations
will someday rise.”
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

